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ESSAVY 


To Supprels, 


- Prophaneſs and Immorality, 


4-5» the Nations Debts, Support the Gevernment, and 
Daintalir the $3302. 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Lok Ds Spiri- 
tual, Temporal, and Commons Aﬀem- 
1c: 1n Parliament. 
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7 T is not unknown to 211 Ergliſh men, how frequently His Rader is de- 

5; Majeſty bas recommended to the ſeveral Parliaments in _ £9 _ 
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' his Reign, the (uppreſling Vice, and that ſeveral good Coerurion, 
Bills has been added to thoſe of former Reigns, and 2 andkeflect ups 
particular Recommendation given to the-Lords Judges, that þ*? — 
in their reſpective Circuits, they ſhould enjoyn their Execu- poſe that it 
ton; but the ſmall product theſe Laws and injunctions ' have Commence 3 
DEE” " As. 12» of Ch Months before 
made, would make a Man almoſt fancy a poſhibility cf Chy- tc px ear 
merical Atts of an Frgliſb Parliament, which would be at- ſech,there will 
fruntive, if Bor danzerous to Aſſert ; tho' there 13 not much 6 
difference berwe:n Chymera's and Impoſltbilities ; and I dare ic may be Ne- 
affirm, that it is, and ever will be next to an impoſſibility, tocclaryrogive 
ms K- ; # . - 6 Months time 
mend Ergliſh Nien and their Manners, whilſt a Latitude 1s, j5,c- of 

given them to gratifie Corrupt Nature in the Epidemick Di- Retailers : 

leaſe of Drinking Strovg-Drink, as much and as oft as they can £90 #0 
or pleaſe ; but how this can be prevented 1s the Hercalian La- find ſome 0- 
bour which has not yet been ſcarce fo much as thought on,and ther 
for its impratibility, not attempted in any Authoritative mane, 4b pu, 


ner ; Therefore the Love I have for my Native Country, and boneft men 
| | | A ſincere 12? <0. 


(2) 
fincere Deſire of their Welfare, makes me caſt my Mite into 
the yalt Treaſury of others Labours: And ſuppoſe that the 
Prices of all Strong-Drinks that are Sold by Retail were ſet- 
led by A& of Parliament to ſuch a Price, as only wholeſom 
Table Small-Beer could be afforded to be Brewed for Sale, 
the conlequence is the moſt natural cogitation in the World ; 
( for Ablata Canſa, tolitur EffeFgs.) And that Strong-Drink 
is the Caule of almolt all ourNationa] Misfortunes, is deducible 
from Matter of Fad, the Solideſt of Arguments He muſt 
have but little Underſtanding, and leſs Grace, that will plead 
either Cuſtom or Convenicnce againſt it; For under theſe 
two Heads are Reducible all-that can be ſaid concerning it; 
as to the former, I hope the ſooner we are ſhut of Evil Cu- 
ſtoms the better ; and let any one prove that ſelling of Strong- 
Drink by Retail is a good Cuſtom, as it is uſed in Zrgland, 
if he can. I deny it, and Challenge all Opponents, but 
Drunkards and Fools, which I hope exempt themſelves from 
being an{wered (by their very Names. ) 

And for the Latter, the moſt material are the Conſumption 
of the Growth of the Kingdom, the Revenue ariling there. 
from; the uſefulneſs of ſtronger Drink, than Table-Beer for 
the behoof of Mankind, and Ruin of the preſent Families de- 
pending thereypon 3 and to each of theſe, I ſhall fay a little 
out of much, that may hereafter be ſaid, if occaſion be. 

For it is no ealy matter wien men are got into a Road that 
leads to Intereſt and Eaſe, to perſwade them to change it, or 


go the leaſt way about to attain an ungotten Treaſure, tho' 


never ſo certain at laſt. 
To begin therefore with the Conſumption of Corn, the 
Growth of the Nation. I conceive that whatfoeyer Com- 
modity is brought to perfection in a Country, and deſtroyed 
in the ſame, may ſupport, but will not enrich that Country ; 
But thouſands of Laſts of Corn is brought to perfeQtion in 
Ergland, and conſumed by the exceſſive Debauchery of Drink- 
ing Strong-Drink, to the Encouragement of :!! manner of 
Vice, and beyond the Neceflity of almoſt any ſingle Perſon; 
Therefore thisxConſumption is no way profitable to theNation, 
but highly detrimental in the fight of God, and any reaſonable 

and good Man. 
21y, In regard of the Revenue ariſing therefrom, it is a con- 
tradiction to pretend to ſuppreſs Vice and expe a Support 
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by its Continuance 3 and that Government mult have a bad 
foundation, which is Built upon the deſtruction of Body and 
Soul of its People ; 'Tis confetled, that vaſt Sums do acrue to 
the King's Coffers, which yet is but one Sixth of the Product 
of ſo much Corn waſted in Mault : 

For beiides what goes to the Maintaining Brewers and Ale- 
Houſe-keepers in Pride and Luxury, all the reſt is piſs'd a- 
againſt the Wall, and ſo much Money returned to make men 
Wicked and Poor. 

We always ſay, 'Tis opportunity makes the Thief, and what 
is it that makes the Profane and Drunkards, but a Liberty and 
Opportunity ta be ſo? For if no Strong-Drink were to be (old, 
(as it is in every Hole and Corner, and a: every place with 
full Licenſe to Drink as long as they can pay) the Coun- 
try Genilemen, Tradeſmen, Mechanicks and Plowmen, would 
be ſober and frugal in ſpite of thejr Teeths; the Latters 
Famvies would be maintained in Honeſty and commendable 
ealy Faſhion: And all the Complaints of our Mechanicks, 


That they are eaten out by Forezzrers, would be frivolous ; 


1 
_y b ? ? . a - . / 
For 'tis their own —— Drinking/*that devours their 


Wizesz whereas the others parſimonious Living, impower 
them to (ell Cheaper, and-perhaps better Wares than can be 
afforded, or perhaps made by the belt of our Togentous Ar- 
tits, who ar: vinall y Named with this detractive : He is ax 


 Tugenious Fellow but a iot-Companion; and the Name of Poor 


would be almoſt forgotten 1n a little time ; For, tho' it is tru- 
ly ſaid in are Ingenious Paper, Relating to a National Fiſhery, 
That molt People at the Gall:ws complain, That Neceſſity 
brought them thither; it may be as wilely conſidered, that 
their own Excravagancy was the Occaſion of that neceffity. - 
- For 1a oar Nation, we are fo Plentifully ſupplied by the 
Almighty'sBounty, with all Things Neceſſary to our Welfare, 
if we could but underſtand the right uſe of them ; that to ſee 
a Beggar in health between 10 and 60 years of Age, would 
beſpeak either Knavery or great Folly in them and the whole 
Pariſh they belong to, provided there was no Ale ſold by Re- 
tail. Bat whilſt that is ſuffered, the Fault lies in neither, as 
it is not in their Power to Redreſs. And if by Redreſling 
this Mortal Grievance, there ſhould ariſe ſome Inconvenience 
for want of the Accuſtomed ſupply for the Government. 
It cannot be ſappoſed but the Wiſdom of our Senators can 
A 2 | ſupply 
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ſupply that defet by ſome other Tax, which every man would | 


be able pay, by reaſon they could not ſpend their Money ex- 
travagantly, and the Taxation would lie more equa}, For now 
he that Spends molt, Pays moſt, yet has the moſt need to keep 
his Money. And ſuch Men will e{cape with ſober Heads and 
full Pockets, for other Ules in their Families: And Corn 
might be always had at Reaſonable Rates 3 and great Stores kept 
in publick Granaries to ſupply our ſelves. and Neighbours, in 
leſs plentiful years. | 

It may be taken for Granted, thit mankind naturally ab- 
hors perfect Idleneſs 3. and if in Drinking nothing but the Ap- 
petite was indulged, Men would ſoon be weary of it. But 
under the Notion of Converſation, Idle and Profane Talk, 
Curling, and Swearing, ( which they call Pleaſant Company) 
betrays ther into loſs of Time, Health, Wealth, Body, and 
I doubt, too-many Souls into the Bargain, which would be 
abſolutely prevented by having no Drink (old, but ſuch as is 
proper to _ _— is all _—_— Nature re- 
quires at our hands for her wt ; and if any, or all men 


were Neceflitous by thetr ha to drink ſtronger, 
Let them Brew and welcome. I am fully perſwaded, they will 
ſoon be weary of giving their Drink away. For beſides 
the Charge, none but a perfe& Beaſt will be willing to di- 


ſtarb bis own Family, / not even with his beſt Friends often. ) 


And ſhould a few diflolute Perſons, in contempt of Virtue, 


and in deftance to the Regular part of Mankind, preſume to 
continue Debauchery in their own Houſes, they would ſoon 
render themſelves the Obje& of every Man's Scorn, which 
would prefently make them Scorn themſelves for their preſum- 
ptuous Folly. | 
"Tis mot likely that another great Convenience wouldSpring 
from hence. (wiz. ) The ordinary fort of Peoples may fet an 
example of a temperate Hoſpitality, which has been of late 
turnd into a Debaucht Ebriety and Varaciouſneſs among the 
ableſt and thoſe we call the greater Perſons ; and by this means 
all the indiſpenſableNeceſlity of Strong Drink will be anſwer'd 
to a Tittle, as F ſhall make it appear more fully in a Book that 
will be ready for the Preſs againſt the next Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment - In which will be anſwered all Objections ia Relation 
to Travellers, Commerce{(and the fubſiltance of aStandingForce, 
if it be thought neceſſary for the Honour aud ſafety. of the 


King- 


(5) 
Kingdoms) and all other ObjeQions, with ſubmiſſion to the 


CorreQion and Amendments of abler Heads and more _culti- 


vated Councels, 

Lafily, As to the preſent Perſons maintained by Retailing 
Strong-Drink - If a few People, that from Nothing Can Ale- 
houſe being the laſt ſhift) are grown Opulent and haughty 
by other Men's Misfortunes, and their own not over honeſt 
Management, are to be preferred before a Common Good 
that will furmount all the Benefits that have accrued to —_ 
Nation, for almoſt two Centuries, I'll ſubmit 3 but whilſt that 
be made apparent, I mult take the liberty to ſay, That if our 
Anceſtors did wiſely deſcent from the Superſtitions of the 
Church of Rowe,their Poſterity are become as blind {dolators of 
their own Paunches 3 and inſtead of Wooden, haye ſet up Bell y- 
Gods to themſelves. | 

I ſhall conclude this Paper with the Opinion of a Perſon 
concerning Tobacco, (viz.) He believed it was ain Invention 
of the Devilz and that Satan, foreſeeing the Ruine of his Em- 
_ pire in Americas, by the Chriſtians, did fore-cloſe (as we may 

callit) their T—_ by cauſing thoſe Poor People fthen 
abſolutely at his diſpoſal) to Worſhip him with Fire and Smoak 
out of their Mouths; by which Meafis it became habitual, and 
was uſed promiſcuouſly tor Diverfion and Sacrifice, when the 
Europians arrivedin their Country. A thing ſo contrary to. 
Nature, that none but £yxcifer could propoſe it; yet with 
' their Gold, their new Gueſts (wallowed their Cuſtom of Smoak- 
ing, and tranſmitted them to us3 and to compleat the more 
than pagent Tragedy, we have added Drinking thereto, and 
| by that means have fulfilled the ſubtil Enemies Deſigns, 
and raiſed him a New Empire in Europe, for the loſs of his old 
ones in America; which I fear, 1s but too true, . 

[li inſert a Story out of the T#rkiſh Hiſtory, which I read 
long fince 3 and not having the Book by me, cannot inſert the 
place; but 'tis in ſubſtance 3 That one of their Emperours, ha- 
wing in ſome of his Wars obſerved, that his Army mouldred away 
inſenſibly. arked the Muffei, what ſhould be the cauſe of it £ Wh 
anſwered, That he could give no other Reaſon, than that the Soul- 
diers, who uſed to Eat Rice Bread and other wholeſome Food, had 
f Late lived upon fire and [moak, which could not long Nouriſh, 

nt cooſume ature, Upon which a Law was made againſt 


Smeaking and bringing Tobacco into the Camp z But a Mer- 
| chant 


$2, 
<1-nt more Covetons than honeſt, would venture to bring 
ſome ; waich being diſcovered to the Grand Sejgnior, he cauſed 
him to be tyed toa Stake, his Tobacco ſet about him, and made 
one {inoaking lerve for all. A good example, only a little Turkiſh. 


Mr Lords and Gentl-men, 

F"#"HE Author of this F/2y, having ( ſome time ſince) ſent 
it to our Society, 1t was conſidered amongſt us, and 
kf (for its rare and compleat Detign, exquilite penetration 
of Thought and Intention) conceived worthy to be 
- publiſhed upon the Credit of its own Balis 3 but the Members of 
the Society (who deſire to be unknown as yet) being Abſent, 
and the Printer miſtaking the Deſign, by thinking it done only to 
2aina Penny, did put an unintended Title to it, by which it paſ- 
{cd for.no better thanGr,bſtreet,nay not halt ſo well; for the Hawk- 
ers could nar {el] it for :ny thing; it was tao weighty and conſum- 
mate for the paultrey Admicers of therrMerchandizes: Yet theTitle 
Prbad any Vin of Senſe to Look upon it, But the Society being ea- 
courap'd by His \ajelty's repeated Mifnegs anc moſt Chiiltion 
Deſires for Supprefiing Vice and Prophaneneſs; and by the Exam. 
ple of ſo many Perſons of the GreateltRank (in this moſt Honoura. 
tle Houle) that have ſubſcribed their approbarton of a Book, En- 
tituled, Ar Account of the Societies, for feformation of Manners : 
Wherein ail Peiſons are earne{il; exhorted to be Aſliſtant to lo 
good a Work in their reſpective Capacities, they (by God's Afli- 
ſtance) reſolved to purſue the Author's Deſign, ſo far as to lay 
it bcfore this Honourable Houſe, the proper Fountain from 
whence ſuch ſtreams of Goodneſs mult derive, which is the utmoſt 
they.can in their preſent Circumttances do; and tho' they pretend 
not to let the Project in the cleareit Light by this ſmall hint, yet 
they are prompt to hope and believe,that by the SageCultivation of 
thisHonourableHouſe, this Extbrio may eafily be formed into anAd- 
mirable Perfection ; and they having received from the unknown 
Author of this Fay ſuch Recommendatory Arguments in 
lation to both Church and State, which in due time, (if thoſe 

onfiderations ſhall meet with Encouragement by Your Honours 
Approbation) may be made Publick, ſuch as they think ſufficient 
to Evidence not only the Truth, but the indiſpenſable Neceſſity 
of the Undertaking 3 ſome few of which they do in all Humility 
propoſe to Your Honours Conſideration, 

Frift, 


C7) 


Firft, whether it be not the only way to eſtabliſh our Nations 


Peace and Happineſs, to follow our Saviour's Advice : and 

the Kingdom of Heaven, that all things elſe way be pry ry 
and fince this muſt firſt be done; Whether we can reaſonably _ 
pe the good, things that are neceſlary to eſtabliſh our Nations 
happy Tranquility, whilſt this K72gdom is ſought for ? 

2dly, Whether this /eehing don't conſiſt in Repertance and Amend- 
ment of the Nation in General, as well as your particular ſelves? 

3dly, Whether any more effectual Methods can be taken to 
anſwer His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Deſires to have all manner of 
Vice ſuppreſed, than by preventing the Retailing Strong-Drinks 
of all ſorts in our Nation; and whether this Proje& be not as pra- 
Qicable as indiſpenſably neceſſary, upon thoſe Confiderations? 

1. Whether it be a right Notion in Politicks to ſet ſich extra- 
ordinary Taxes upon Luxury. becauſe ſuch vaſt Summs are 
daily confumed in Wine, Ale, Tobacco, and Coffee in the Re- 
ſpective Houles that Retail the ſame ? 

2ly, How detrimental it muſt needs be for any Nation to de- 
ſtroy ſo much of its Stock to fo little parpoſe 3 and whether our 
Men, Money, and Manufactures that are exchang'd for thoſe Tri- 
fles, be not ſo much Treaſure given for that which makes us as in- 
ſenſably Poor, as exceſſive Wicked? | 

31y, Whether if all this Wealth were husbanded and employ- 
ed in ſome otherTraftick of Real uſe,a much greaterRevenue might 
not be raiſed tothe Crown without oppreſſing-any Perſon, becauſe 
what doth arife from thoſe Commodities is very ſmall, in confi- 
deration of tte Valuz we give them, tho* we deſtroy them waſt- 
fully ſo ſoon as they are at the greateſt Price ? 

4ly, Whether if the Retailing of Strong-DNrinks were prevent- 
ed, Perſons of Quality, Gentlemen, and all Perſons that can now - 
afford to buy them of the Retailers, may not Drink them much 
Cheaperin their own Houſes, where 'tis impoſſible ſo much Debauchery 
and Lewdneſs ſhould be ated and encouraged, as in Retailing Houſes it is, 


and ever wlll be ? | " 


ply, Whether if theſe Nurſeries of Vice, Faction, Diſſention and Idlencſs 
were ſuppreſſed, all Perſons would not ſpare time to frequent the daily Of- 
fices of the Church, by which our Spiritual guides would be more cdifying 

to themſelves and others? | 
6ly, Whether theſe Retailing Houſes has not deprived more Worthy Pa- 
rents of their juſt hopes in being happy in their Children than Death it jelt? 
ly; Whether Maſters of all Ranks might not haye their Buifineſs - tter 
ono. 


@) 


( 


gone, and with more ſecurity from b2ing defrauded by their Servants, if 
they depended upon their Maſters good Pleaſure, for all the Strong-Drink 
they drank ? ' : 

8!y, WhetherTxadeſmen in general do beleive that theAle. HouſeCuſtom 
was ever profitable LO them,and wh2cner from 10 to 109/. that's ſpear, Once, 
twice, and in ſome great Towns thrice a Week, or» Market-days in a Ta- 
vern, Ale, or Coffee-houſe, in conſuming thoſe Trifles extrayazantly, 
would not be hetter laid out in our Manufactures in their Shops ? 

aly, Whether it be not the Interelt of England, to nave Rents low, becauſe 
all things will fall in proportion, and then we {hall Work our ManutaCtures 
Cheap and be able to underſell our Neighbours in all Places, which is rae 
only way to preſerve our Commerce abroad, which at this time all Nations 


are Raviſhing from us 3 nor cin the Nobility and Gentry ſuffer by it eic.tÞr in 


H nour orFſtate,by reaſon of the proportionate fall of all other Com:--iy: | 
toly, Wicether it no St-ong-Drink were to be fold by Retail, + 

of 20or 40 thouſandMen might not be kept on Foot, Paid, be p: 

no grieviaace buta ſecurity to our Nation : If occalion be? 


4rd he Poagr. I tly, Let it be ſuppoſed that every Man ſpends but 29 per dic.» 114 ae 
<A voople chat ganily ? If this were prevented, Whether each Perſon would nuv7 1: avic £5 


© IM pay 2* per WW SAG the King, which would double the quarterly Puj:., and 
> no Perſon op prefl.d by it ! | 
lon ene And lattly, tinceRetormition is ſo-highty neceſiary, ſo m:ch talkt of, yer 
accountzatt' e {0 little advanc'd, with all the indaitry of rhe ſeveral Socierics for putting 
years end by the Laws it Execution againlt off:ndzrs,it ſeems altogether n2ceijary-to find 
SY hk Neap ets foms other eff:ctaal way to put a {top to the Licenfiouſnci, of rhe Age, 
7 Gd whereby the inpending Wrath of Heaven may be averted, by reclaiming hz 
Pe5ple of this Nation fron their continval provoaking the Aimighty to ſend 
his judgments amongſt us , and if by putting this Project 1n exccution(with- 
out which nothing but a miracle can d» it) ſome inconvenince ſh:11d hap- 
pen at firit to particular Perſons, it may be conſidered that only ich will 
ſufker wlioſe Temporal welfare conſilts in the eternal Ruin of our Nation ; 
23 'tis mad2 Apparent in aTreatiſe that's ready for the Preſs, if theſe con{ide- 
rations meet with the dziired effe3; and it any Perſon or Society has eny 
£912 £9 0j-C againſt what has beon ſaid, the Membzrs of this Society will 
: return them humble Thanks for giving them Advertiſement in ſome of the 
nuvlick Priats, provided always they don't advance a Temporal concern 
Hefore 2n Eternal : for as thoſe things are incompatible, they will make no 
reply, bu: to ſuch as prefer things Eternal before things Tranlitory, for they 
*have higher Aims than Revenge or Applauſe, and Att by a more Elevated 
Policy, than that of being known; they require from Mankind a greater 
ſuccels than either Reward or Commendation, 'tis Reformation and A- 
mendin:nt they expect, | 


© If theſe Confiderations meet with the deſired Eff:C&t, the SOCIETY will 
make it manifeſt that two Millions may be raiſed Anuaily, and four faved 
10 the Nation, without oppreſling any People. 
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POSLISCRIPT: 


"HE SOCIETY are very willing to adhere to His 
q _ MA J ESTYS Obſervations, That the Increaſe of the 
POOR are become 2 Burden tothe Kingdom , their 1 oofe and 
ill Life contributing to the Depravation of Manners complais'd 
of. Now, whether any thing contributes ſo much to a Looſe 
and ill Life ttrongh the whole Kingdom, as Taverns and Ale- 
Houſes, an all ſuch Receptacles of Unimploy?d People ? Let 
F Every man Conltder, and ſpeak his Mind without Prejudice 
* or Heat, For as this SOCIETY have no Siniſter Deſigns of 
their ownz fo they have no Envidious Peak againit any the 
moſt difſolute Managers of Retailinz- Houſes, no Farther than 
what may tend to their ownEternal as'well as Temporal Welfare: 
Therefore they deſire that all ſuch as 2re Concern'd to Sup- 
prels this Undertaking, upon account of either Intereſt or 
Convenience, will firſt ſeriouſly Conſider and weigh the Mo- 
tives inducing to the Project, and the preſent Circumſtances 
{ of the Kingdom; and how neceffary It is to Emplay ſome 
| part of the Money that is ſo unreaſonably Spent in the King- 
{ dom to (ſuch Ulits asHis Majeity mentions ; and whether the 
| Means propoſed be not the only way to. make it Sufferable 
| and Acceptable to all Capacities, For it\may all be Canſt- 
| dered, that if good Small-Beer, good Beef, Mutton, and o- 
| ther Viands be not wanting, no Perſon can Suffer, be he ne- 
| ver (o far from home; ' and the pooreſt will be able to pur- 
chaſe ſo much as he has Occaſion for, without hozateling ei- 
ther his Time, Health, or any thing elſe that's trnivy Valuable; 
and tho' as it is not expected that this can be <ii:Ctecd in a 
Moment; yet by making Men ſenftble of how imoll Uſ rhe 
Retailing STRONG DRINK is to the Real behogot of Man- 
kind, they willeaſii'y part with ſuch an imaginary Good, for 
a Real one; which is, Dear Countrymen, the molt hearty 
Delire of \nCE 1 
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Your melt loving Frien:'s. 
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